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   The February unemployment rate was unchanged at 5.3 
percent. 

 The latest annual re-benchmarking of labor data from 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics gives us some 
insight into labor market performance for the last 
decade. 

 The metro area added 17,500 jobs from 2000 to 2009, 
a nearly 4 percent increase. 

 The education and healthcare (+26.2 percent), other 
services (+18.3 percent) and fi nancial activities (+11.8 
percent) sectors led job growth.

 Home sales slipped in February, posting a 5.9 percent 
decline compared to January; however, compared to 
February 2009, sales are up 5.0 percent. 

 Single-family permits increased 7.6 percent in 
February from the previous month. Single-family 
permits are now at their highest level since June 2007

 Net Taxable Sales decreased 0.7 percent in December 
compared to the previous month. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

  Tracking data continues to suggest growth in Q2 
Real Gross Domestic Product (RGDP) in the 2.5 
to 3.0 percent annual rate range. 

 We look for Infl ation-adjusted consumer spending 
to post a 3 percent increase for Q2. 

 Likewise, business spending on equipment and 
software should make positive contributions to 
Q2 RGDP growth, expenditures on structures and 
residential housing will likely dampen growth for 
the quarter. 

 Corporate profi ts grew at an annual rate of 36.0 
percent in Q1 and are up 30.6 percent compare to 
the fi rst quarter of 2008. With profi ts up and 
business equipment expenditures increasing, 
improving labor market conditions should not be 
too far behind. 

 Indeed, the consensus expects a net jobs gain 
in this Friday’s Employment Situation Report 
– growth in Census jobs may add some noise 
to the data, but the underlying fundamentals are 
improving.

•

•

•

•

•

Chinese Company to Open First U.S. Operation 
in Greater Omaha

Easyway International Freight Co., an international 
shipping company headquartered in Shaanxi, China, is 
the fi rst Chinese company to launch operations in 
Nebraska.  The company plans to open Easyway 
International, a freight-forwarding operation in La Vista, 
Neb., part of the Greater Omaha area.  The company 
will create 15 full time positions and four executives from 
the company’s headquarters will transfer to this U.S. 
offi ce.

According to Wenliang Xu, CEO of Easyway-China, the 
company selected La Vista for its central location, 
positive business climate, focus on logistics education, 
and proximity to headquarters of well-known 
transportation companies, such as Werner Enterprises, 
Crete Contract Carriers and Union Pacifi c Railroad.  
“Nebraska is an ideal location for Easyway 
International’s North American headquarters.  The 
strategic location, pro-business environment and good 
quality of life is of critical importance to our company, 
and other multinationals, as we implement our global 
strategy.  Easyway International is pleased to call 

ourselves a Nebraska company,” said Xu.  

               Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development
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Sources:  Nebraska Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor, M.U.D., O.P.P.D., Nebraska Department of Revenue, Omaha Airport Authority, Omaha World-Herald, 
Omaha Area Board of Realtors, Southwest Iowa Association of Realtors, City of Omaha and the cities of Council Bluffs, Blair, Plattsmouth, Glenwood, Gretna, Springfi eld, 

Bellevue, Papillion, La Vista and Sarpy, Douglas, Cass and Washington counties.
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The following companies are new or have recently expanded operations in the Greater Omaha metro area. 
Annoucements in this list have been gathered from public releases and the local media. Investment estimates are based 
on public announcements, while employment is based on public announcements and industry averages.

8th Avenue Yoga 3880 S. 149th St. #115       Yoga studio  NA  2

Nebraska Behavioral Health 

     Education Center 24th & Harney       Education center  NA  5

Air Brush by Brian Crossroads Mall   NA  2

Ashley’s Pet Spa 7630 Main St.       Pet services  NA  5

The Impact Sports Center 8619 S. 127th Circle, Suite 2       Indoor sports center  NA  2

DeFord Family Dental 8410 S. 73rd Plaza, Suite 104       Dental practice  NA  5

Panaderia La Imperial 6619 Sunshine Dr.       Mexican bakery  NA  5

Home Nursing with Heart 7602 Park Dr.       Home healthcare  NA  2

Kennedy’s Bar and Grill 5170 S. 72nd St.       Restaurant & bar  NA  15

Deendoo African Safari Gifts Crossroads Mall       Gift shop  NA  2

Gator O’Malley’s 12143 W. Center Rd.       Bar  NA  15

Luv My Pup Pet Boutique & 

     Dog Spa Crossroads Mall       Pet services  NA  5

SAC Federal Credit Union 3161 Ames Ave.       Banking  NA  NA

RFD-TV 13815 FNB Parkway        TV network   NA  10

Goodwill Industries 72nd & F Streets       Retail center  $2,000,000  NA

Sears Hometown Store TBD         Appliance store  NA  15

Sempeck Bowling 20902 Cumberland Drive       Bowling alley  NA  40

CRAVE Midtown Crossing       Restaurant  NA  40

Greenbelly 12355 West Center Rd.       Restaurant  NA  5

MekongTek 6307 Maple St.       Computer repair   NA  2

GTM Sportswear 84th & W. Center Rd.        Clothing  NA  6

Freddy’s Frozen Custard 

      & Steakburgers TBA       Restaurant  NA  15

The Tropics Bar & Grill 168th & Maple       Restaurant & bar  NA  20

Jones Bros. Cupcakes & Café 2121 S. 67th St.       Bakery & café  NA  10

Blair Christian Academy TBA       School  NA  5

Buck’s Inc. 4955 S. 72nd St.       Food distribution   $1,200,000  20

Bucky’s Express 84th & Frederick       Gas station  NA  5

Old Navy Village Pointe       Clothing store  NA  40

Zurlo’s Bistro Italiano 13110 Birch Drive       Restaurant  NA  25

Chatty Squirrel Café & Bakery 12323 W. Center Rd.       Restaurant & bakery  NA  5

Value Place Extended Stay  2703 Samson Way       Hotel  NA  20

Rue 21 Shadow Lake Towne Center       Clothing store  NA  20

    Total YTD 2010  $23,600,000  1,083

February 2010 New and Expanding Companies

Company Location (approximate) Industry Investment Added Employment
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