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•		 For the twelve months ending in November, Greater 
Omaha’s private sector employment expanded by 	
approximately 7,300 jobs. Private sector employment 
was statistically unchanged on a month-to-month basis. 

•	 	 The Education and Healthcare Services sector (+0.3 
percent) and Professional and Business Services 	
sector (+0.1 percent) posted job gains compared to the 
previous month. 

•	 	 The unemployment rate was unchanged at 4.8 percent 
in October. [Note: the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
will release the November local area unemployment 
statistics next week].

•	 	 Homes sales edged downward by 0.1 percent in 	
November. Single-family permits increased 4.5 percent 
in November; non-residential permits were unchanged.

•	 	 September net taxable sales increased 0.4 percent 
from the previous month and are up approximately 4 
percent compared to September of 2010. 

•	 	 Tracking data suggest fourth quarter Real Gross 
Domestic Product growth of more than 3 	
percent. 

•		 For the three months ending in November, 
private sector wages and salaries grew at a 4.4 
percent annual rate, a rate that is more than 
sufficient to support consumer spending going 
forward.

•		 Retail sales increased for the 15th time in 16 
months in November. Sales are up 6.7 percent 
compared to November 2010. 

•		 In November, existing homes sales (+4.0 	
percent) and new single-family home sales 
(+1.6) posted sales gains. The months’ supply of 
new homes at the current sales rate decreased 
to 6 months.

•		 Manufacturing output decreased 0.4 percent in 
November. Production of motor vehicles and 
parts declined by 3.5 percent. Non-auto 	
manufacturing decreased 0.1 percent. 

Omaha Named in Several Recent National  
Rankings
Omaha has ranked high on several national lists 	
recently.  

Omaha was ranked 5th on MarketWatch’s list of 2011 
Best Cities for Business.  MarketWatch’s analysis of 
102 metro areas covered a variety of measures meant 
to gauge how much business is concentrated in a 	
region and whether those companies are helping its 	
local economy grow.   As a component of this ranking, 
Omaha was noted as the top city for employment.  	
MarketWatch released a video on Omaha which can be 
seen here.

Other recent rankings:
•	 #1 – Lowest Unemployment Rate (The Business 

Journals – December 2011)
•	 #8 – Most Secure Places to Live in the U.S. 	

(Farmers Insurance and Bestplaces.net – 	
December 2011)

•	 #22 – Best Performing Cities (Milken Institute – 	
December 2011)

•	 Omaha was listed among the Top Five “Under the 
Radar” Cities for Security-Cleared Professionals 
(ClearanceJobs.com – December 2011)

National Economy Area Highlights

Local Economy

  Greater Omaha Indicators
    Published December 2011

 

380

400

420

440

460

480

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2011 2010

Total Non-Farm Employment,
Omaha MSA: 2011 v 2010

(thousands, seasonally adjusted)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Greater Omaha Chamber

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/washington-tops-best-cities-for-business-2011-12-13
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/washington-tops-best-cities-for-business-2011-12-13
http://www.marketwatch.com/video/asset/best-cities-for-business-omaha-tops-in-employment-2011-12-12/5221E576-382A-4EF9-AB72-F5B6BC387F3D?link=MW_latest_news#!5221E576-382A-4EF9-AB72-F5B6BC387F3D
http://www.bizjournals.com/bizjournals/on-numbers/scott-thomas/2011/12/omaha-sets-national-pace-with-lowest.html?ana=e_pft
http://www.farmers.com/12_15_11_SecureCities.html
http://bestcities.milkeninstitute.org/
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/under-the-radar-hidden-gem-cities-hold-opportunities-for-security-cleared-professionals-in-search-of-jobs-135501923.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/under-the-radar-hidden-gem-cities-hold-opportunities-for-security-cleared-professionals-in-search-of-jobs-135501923.html
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Sources:  Nebraska Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor, M.U.D., O.P.P.D., Nebraska Department of Revenue, Omaha Airport Authority, Omaha World-Herald, 
Omaha Area Board of Realtors, Southwest Iowa Association of Realtors, City of Omaha and the cities of Council Bluffs, Blair, Plattsmouth, Glenwood, Gretna, Springfield, 
Bellevue, Papillion, La Vista and Sarpy, Douglas, Cass and Washington counties.
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1301 Harney St. | Omaha, NE 68102 | (402) 346-5000 | (800) 852-2622
Scott Strain, economist in residence | sstrain@selectgreateromaha.com
Marja Ricci, senior research analyst | mricci@selectgreateromaha.com

SelectGreaterOmaha.com | OmahaChamber.org

The following companies are new or have recently expanded operations in the Greater Omaha metro area.  Announcements on 
this list have been gathered from public releases, local media and permit reports. Investment estimates are based on public 	
announcements and permit reports, while employment is based on public announcements and industry averages.

People Services Center	  10868 W. Dodge Rd.              Bus. consulting	 	 8
Chocolatier Blue	  17151 Davenport St.              Chocolate store	 	 5
Fareway Stores, Inc.	  3070 N. 90th St.                     Grocery store	 	 100
Sonic Drive-In	  76th & Dodge                         Restaurant	 	 10
Sitel	  5601 N. 103rd St.                   Customer serv. center	 	 125
Midwest Pickers	  3701 Leavenworth St.            Used furniture store	 	 1
J. Coco	  52nd & Leavenworth              Restaurant	 	 15
Wahoo Performance-	
    Learning Center	  2201 N. Locust                      Classrooms/theater	 $4,400,000	
Lakeview Apartments	  7471 Lakeview Court             Apartment complex	 	
Old Mill Toyota	  180th & W. Dodge Rd.          Car dealership	 	 50
Performance Chrysler Jeep 	
    Dodge Ram of Bellevue	  Kennedy Frwy & Chandler    Car dealership	 	
Nissan of Omaha	  17410 Burt St.                       Car dealership	 $1,400,000	 15
NP Dodge Real Estate	  3552 Dodge St. - 35Dodge    Sales office	 	
Nebraska Furniture Mart	  700 S. 72nd St.                      Furniture store/back office	 	 50
Scooter’s Coffeehouse	  120th & Fort Sts.                   Coffee shop	 	 10
Edward Jones	                                                 Financial advisors	 	 40
Regus	  14301 FNB Parkway              Business center	 	
Downtown Project by 	
    Shamrock Development	  10th & Capitol Streets            Mixed use dev.	 $176,000,000	
American Title Inc.	  11010 Burdette St.                 Insurance co.	 	 25
Pacific Interpreters	  222 S 15th Street                   Translation services	 	
Mount Michael High School	  22520 Mount Michael Rd.      Private school	 $38,000,000	
Urgent Care of Papillion	  8419 S. 73rd St., Ste 101      Urgent care clinic	 	 10
Makovicka Physical Therapy	  8419 S. 73rd Plaza                Physical therapy	 	 10
The Phoenix Academy	  1110 N. 66th St.                     Private k-8 school	 	
Project Harmony	  11949 Q St.                           Children’s services	 	
Keyboard Kastle	  8445 W. Center Rd.               Piano store	 	 3
Luvbird	  2110 S. 67th St.                    Women’s boutique	 	 3
Bank of the West	  13220 California St.              SME banking group	 	 6
Huber Automotive Campus	  114th & W. Dodge Rd.          Car dealership	 	
Immanuel Trinity Village	  522 W. Lincoln St.                 Senior apartments	 $10,730,000	
So Big Development Center	  11773 S. Highway 6              Daycare	 	 18
RWR Innovations	  8404 Q St.                             Toy & book store	 	 3
Helping U Barbeque	  15791 W. Dodge Rd.             Restaurant		  5
		  2011 YTD Total	 $1,599,549,724	 5,974

November 2011 New and Expanding Companies
Company	  Location                            Product	 Investment	 Added Employment

Business Barometer


