GREATER OMAHA INDICATORS

LocaL Economy

Published December 2009

Total Non-Farm Employment,
Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(thousands, seasonally adjusted)
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; Greater Omaha Chamber

The unemployment rate for the Omaha MSA edged
upwards to 5.4 percent in October (seasonally
adjusted). Note: November labor market data are not
available at this time.

Total employment in the Omaha MSA was statistically
unchanged in October.

The Trade, Transportation and Utilities (+0.2 percent),
Education and Healthcare Services (+0.2 percent) and
Government (+0.1 percent) sectors posted monthly
gains in October.

Home sales activity remains solid, with sales
advancing 5.1 percent in November from October.
Sales have increased 57.0 percent compared to
November of 2008.

Single-family permits declined 3.1 percent in
November from the previous month. Non-residential
permits posted a 0.8 percent in increase in November
compared to October.

NATiIONAL ECcONOMY AREA HIGHLIGHTS

The final revision to Q3 Real Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) will likely show an annual growth rate
in the 2.5 to 3.0 percent range. Q4 GDP will likely
receive a significant boost from inventory gain, with
GDP posting a 3 percent plus annual growth rate for
the quarter.

Retail sales increased 1.3 percent in November, with
core retail sales indicating a solid positive consumer
sector contribution to Q4 GDP.

Manufacturing output increased 1.1 percent in
November and the overall trend remains favorable
for growth. Manufacturing output grew at an
annualized rate of 8.7 percent for the six months
ending in November.

Housing starts increased 8.9 percent in November.
Single-family starts increased 2.1 percent and are
up 35.0 percent since the first quarter nadir.

The latest Federal Reserve statement indicates the
Fed is inching towards raising rates, with the
statement noting improvements in consumer
spending and income growth, as well as, financial
markets that are now “supportive” of economic
growth.

Omaha Ranked #3 in MarketWatch’s “Best Cities
for Business”

According to MarketWatch’s annual rankings, Omaha
is the third best city for business. The rankings in-
cluded any metro area with a population of more than
500,000 and factored in how each city’s economy
has weathered the past year. The verdict seems to
be that slow and steady wins the race. Des Moines,
lowa and Washington, D.C., ranked first and second,
respectively.

Source: MarketWatch

Greater Omaha Named #3 in Ranking of Cities
Where Americans Are Getting Rich

Forbes and Payscale ranked the cities where in-
come for college graduates have increased the most.
Omaha came in third in the ranking after El Paso,
Texas, and Bakersfield, Calif., with an 18.4 percent
jump in median pay since 2005.

Source: Forbes



Total Private Employment,
Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(thousands, seasonally adjusted)
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics: Greater Omaha Chamber

Net Taxable Sales, Nebraska Counties
in the Omaha MSA*: 2009 v 2008
($s millions, seasonally adjusted)
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Single-Family Residential Permits, Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(thousands, seasonally adjusted annual rate)
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Unemployment Rate, Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(%, seasonally adjusted)
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Home Sales, Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(thousands, seasonally adjusted annual rate)
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Non-Residential Permits, Omaha MSA: 2009 v 2008
(number of permits, seasonally adjusted annual rate)
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Sources: Nebraska Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor, M.U.D., O.P.P.D., Nebraska Department of Revenue, Omaha Airport Authority, Omaha World-Herald,

Omaha Area Board of Realtors, Southwest lowa Association of Realtors, City of Omaha and the cities of Council Bluffs, Blair, Plattsmouth, Glenwood, Gretna, Springfield,

Bellevue, Papillion, La Vista and Sarpy, Douglas, Cass and Washington counties.
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BusiINESs BAROMETER

The following companies are new or have recently expanded operations in the Greater Omaha metro area.
Annoucements in this list have been gathered from public releases and the local media. Investment estimates are
based on public announcements, while employment is based on public announcements and industry averages.

November 2009 New and Expanding Companies

Company Location (approximate) Industry Investment Added Employment
Elk Ridge Village 192nd & Dodge Ind. living facility NA

Ravenite 2615 S. 144th St. Cigar bar NA 5

Havana Garage 1008 Howard St. Cigar bar NA 5
Dermatology Specialists of

Omaha 909 N. 96th St. Dermatology office NA 5
Wohlner’s Midtown Market &

Deli 33rd & Dodge - Midtown Crossing Grocery store NA 20
Smashburger 7204 Jones St. Restaurant NA 15
Mexitaco 8602 Maple St. Restaurant NA 5
American Courier Corp. 9840 S. 140th St. Transportation services NA
Bellevue University 1000 Galvin Rd. University $16,000,000

Total YTD 2009 $423,097,500 3,012
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