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GREATER OMAHA INDICATORS
Published December 2008

LOCAL ECONOMY

YEAR IN REVIEW

 Omaha’s private sector added approximately 3,000 
net new jobs for the 12 months ending in 
November, a 0.7 percent year-over-year increase. 

 The 0.7 percent increase in Omaha’s private sector 
employment compares favorably to the 1.8 percent 
decline in private employment at the national level 
for the same time period.

 Other Services (+6.5 percent); Education & Health-
care (+2.5 percent) and Financial Activities (+2.3 
percent) led the job growth. 

  The unemployment rate in October was unchanged 
from the previous month. 

   Single-family permits edged downward in 
November, but are up 0.5 percent compared to 
November 2007.

 September Net Taxable Sales increased 0.6 per-
cent from August and have increased 2.9 percent 
from September 2007. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

Greater Omaha Economic Development Parternship Successfully Increased Jobs and Investment in 2008:

The Greater Omaha Economic Development Partnership (GO!) program was launched in 2004 to provide the 
resources to retain, expand and attract business, investment and employment in the Greater Omaha area.   More 
than 285 investors pledged over $20.7 million in the past fi ve-years to help the Chamber strategically market the 
region nationally and internationally, and improve our overall business and tax climate.  

Today, GO! has become a full-service, regional economic development organization that includes representatives 
from Douglas, Sarpy, Washington and Cass counties to help accomplish the GO! mission of increasing jobs and 
investments in the Greater Omaha community. 

This year, the team successfully landed 42 new projects, which represents 3,051 jobs and nearly $530 million 
in capital investment.  In addition, as we look at the overall success of GO! Phase One, (January 2004 through 
November 2008), the Chamber’s economic development team has successfully landed 196 projects representing 
13,756 jobs and over $2.67 billion in capital investment in the Greater Omaha community. 

With a clear focus on project management and closing more deals, the Chamber is committed to sustaining the 
momentum of the GO! program for another fi ve years and launched the GO! Phase Two campaign last April.  To-
date 115 investors have pledged nearly $13 million towards economic development.   The Greater Omaha Eco-
nomic Development Partnership is good to GO!
     
       Source: Greater Omaha Economic Development Partnership

400

410

420

430

440

450

460

470

480

Jan Fe b M ar A p r M ay Ju n Ju l A u g S e p Oct No v De c

2008 2007

T o ta l N o n -F arm  E m p lo ym en t,
Om ah a  M S A:  2008  v  2007

(th o u san d s , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted )

So u rce: B u reau  o f L ab o r  Statistics; G reater  O m ah a C h am b er  o f C o m m erce



2

400

401

402

403

404

405

406

407

408

J a n Fe b M a r Apr M a y J un J ul Aug S e p O c t Nov De c

2008 2007

T o ta l P riva te  E m p lo ym en t,
Om ah a  M S A:  2008  v  2007

(th o u san d s , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted )

So u rce: B u reau  o f L ab o r  Statistics; G reater  O m ah a C h am b er  o f C o m m erce

0

1

2

3

4

J a n Fe b M a r Apr M a y J un J ul Aug S e p O c t Nov De c

2008 2007

So u rce: B u reau  o f L ab o r  Statistics; G reater  O m ah a C h am b er  o f C o m m erce

U n em p lo ym en t R a te , Om ah a  M S A:  2008  v  2007
(% , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted )

700

710

720

730

740

750

760

770

780

790

Jan Fe b M ar A p r M ay Ju n Ju l A u g S e p Oct No v De c

2008 2007

*C ass,  D o u g las,  Sarp y,  Sau n d ers &  W ash in g to n  C o u n ties

N et T axab le  S a les , N eb raska  C o u n ties
in  th e  Om ah a  M S A*:  2008  v  2007

($s  m illio n s , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted )

80

84

88

92

96

Jan Fe b M ar A p r M ay Ju n Ju l A u g S e p Oct No v De c

2008 2007

*C ass,  D o u g las,  Sarp y,  Sau n d ers &  W ash in g to n  C o u n ties

M o to r V eh ic le  N e t T axab le  S a les ,
N eb raska  C o u n ties  in  th e  Om ah a  M S A*:  2008  v  2007

($s  m illio n s , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted )

0

1

2

3

4

5

J a n Fe b M a r Apr M a y J un J ul Aug S e p O c t Nov De c

2008 2007

S in g le -F a m ily  R e s id e n tia l P e rm its , O m a h a  M S A:  2 0 0 8  v  2 0 0 7
(th o u s a n d s , s e a s o n a lly  a d ju s te d  a n n u a l ra te )

0

40

80

120

160

200

240

280

320

360

J a n Fe b M a r Apr M a y J un J ul Aug S e p O c t Nov De c

2008 2007

N o n -R es id en tia l P erm its , Om ah a  M S A:  2008  v  2007

(n u m b er o f p erm its , seaso n a lly  ad ju s ted  an n u a l ra te )



3

Sources:  Nebraska Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor, M.U.D., O.P.P.D., Nebraska Department of Revenue, Omaha Airport Authority, The Omaha World-Herald, Omaha Area Board of Realtors, Southwest Iowa Association of Realtors, 
City of Omaha and the cities of Council Bluffs, Blair, Plattsmouth, Glenwood, Gretna, Springfi eld, Bellevue, Papillion, La Vista and Sarpy, Douglas, Cass and Washington counties.
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BUSINESS BAROMETER

1301 Harney Street | Omaha, NE 68102 | 402-346-5000 | 800-852-2622
Scott Strain, Senior Director of Research | sstrain@greateromahapartnership.com 

Shannon Snow, Research Assistant | ssnow@greateromahapartnership.com
www.greateromahapartnership.com | www.omahachamber.orga program of the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce

The following companies are new or have recently expanded operations in the Greater Omaha metro area. 
Annoucements in this list have been gathered from public releases and from the local media. Investment estimates 
are based on public announcements, while employment is based on public announcements and industry averages.

November

Irvington Heights Apartments Ida St. and Sorensen Pkwy Real Estate  0

Gahm’s Block 

Building Apartments 12th and Howard Sts. Real Estate  0

Julian’s Tex-Mex 721 N. 132nd St. Service  10

Fat Brain Toys 168th St. and W. Dodge Rd. Trade  5

The National Athletic Trainers 

Association Board of 

Certifi cation Inc. 1415 Harney St. Service  $1,300,000  0

Mutual of Omaha Bank Harrison St. and I-80 Finance  15

Ethan Allen 10720 Pacifi c St. Trade  15

Papa Murphy’s 12005 W. Center Rd. Service  10

Barley’s 1502 Cuming St. Service  15

Hobby Lobby 174th St. and W. Maple Rd. Service  35

Kitchen Emporium & 

Wine Shop Mall of the Bluffs Trade  15

  Total YTD 2008  $1,156,987,280 3,478

Company Location (approximate) Industry Investment Added Employment


