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GREATER OMAHA INDICATORS
Published August 2008

LOCAL ECONOMY

     NATIONAL ECONOMY      AREA HIGHLIGHTS

 Omaha’s private employers added approximately 
3,000 net new jobs for the twelve months ending in 
July. 

 The Education & Healthcare (1,200+), Professional 
& Business Services (800+) and Financial Activities 
(600+) led job growth over the last twelve months. 

 Omaha’s unemployment rate for June edged up-
wards to 3.6 percent. 

 Single-family permits increased in July (season-
ally-adjusted basis), continuing the recent upward 
trend.

 Non-residential permits edged downwards in July 
compared to the previous month. 

 Finally, net taxable sales increased for the fi fth con-
secutive month in May. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

  This morning’s GDP (+3.3 percent) release points 
out that outside of the housing sector the economy 
continues to perform better than is widely acknowl-
edged. 

 Excluding housing, GDP grew at a 4.0 percent in the 
second quarter – and is up 3.2 percent since last 
year. 

 As expected the trade sector provided a signifi cant 
lift to the revised 2Q GDP print – with net exports 
contributing 3.1 percent to headline growth. 

 Going forward, we look for 3Q’08 growth at or above 
a 2.5 percent pace, with both consumer and busi-
ness spending contributing to growth. 

 Minutes from the recent FOMC meeting reinforce 
the view that the Fed will likely remain on hold for 
the balance of 2008 and into 2009.

•

•

•

•

•

Longtime North Omaha Business Re-invests $3 Mil-
lion, Creates New Jobs:

A fi xture in the North Omaha business community since 
1956, Interstate Printing is expanding its operation with 
the addition of a state-of-the-art $3 million printing press. 
The speed at which the press operates will trigger the 
need for at least 10 additional employees. Over the next 
year or two, Interstate Printing anticipates hiring indi-
viduals from the North Omaha community.  Founded in 
1917, Interstate Printing continues to be a family-owned 
business with a current staff of 65 employees.

 Source: Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce

Mascot makers eye North Omaha:

Signs and Shapes International, a family owned busi-
ness that manufactures the air-fi lled mascots plans to 
move to the North Omaha Business Park. Signs and 
Shapes would bring a $2.1 million building and 18 jobs 
plus the prospect of a handful of new jobs. In all, the 
business park now employs at least 200 people.  Among 
the criteria for getting tax-increment fi nancing are build-
ing in a blighted area and adding jobs.

   Source: Omaha World-Herald
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Sources:  Nebraska Department of Labor, U.S. Department of Labor, M.U.D., O.P.P.D., Nebraska Department of Revenue, Omaha Airport Authority, The Omaha World-Herald, Omaha Area Board of Realtors, Southwest Iowa Association of Realtors, 
City of Omaha and the cities of Council Bluffs, Blair, Plattsmouth, Glenwood, Gretna, Springfi eld, Bellevue, Papillion, La Vista and Sarpy, Douglas, Cass and Washington counties.
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The following companies are new or have recently expanded operations in the Greater Omaha metro area. 
Annoucements in this list have been gathered from public releases and from the local media. Investment estimates 
are based on public announcements, while employment is based on public announcements and industry averages.

June

    

Bellwether Boutique 430 S. 12th St. Trade  3

First Command 

Financial Planning 66th St. & Cornhusker Rd. Service $1,000,000 0

Omaha Pain 

Management Center 10784 V St. Healthcare  0

Old Market Tea House 517 S. 13th St. Service  5

LaMar’s Donuts/Dunn Bros.  17202 Audrey St. Service  10

CoSentry Southroads Technology Center Service  0

Wal-Mart Supercenter 72nd and Hickory Streets Trade $9,100,000 250

Scooter’s Coffeehouse Highway 30 - Hayden Place Service  10

Anytime Fitness Highway 30 - Hayden Place Healthcare  20

Attic Bar & Grill 3229 Harney St. Service  10

Alegent Health Clinic 3308 Samson Way Healthcare  10

The Palisades 9840 S. 168th Ave. Real Estate  0

First National Bank 84th and Frederick Streets Finance  0

Scooter’s 84th and Frederick Streets Service  5

Midtown Crossing 

Theater Complex 33rd and Farnam Streets Service  25

Creighton Fitness and 

Wellness Center Creighton Campus Service $18,000,000 0

DirectBuy 108th Street and Giles Road Trade  10

Blue Planet Natural Grill 63rd and Center Streets  Service  15

  Total YTD 2008  $576,781,280   2,277 

Company Location (approximate) Industry Investment Added Employment


